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THOMAS DRAPER

As a young pharmaceutical chemist in London, Thomas Draper knelt down at his bedside on 23 October 1905 in a room behind a chemist’s shop in Belgrave Square. As he meditated in John’s Gospel, he suddenly, by the Spirit of God, had the assurance of salvation. Two years later, he went to India, to work as a pharmacist in the Salvation Army Hospital at Travencore, a post he filled for eight years. Dissatisfied, however, with his own preparation for the mission field and appalled at the tremendous need and unnecessary suffering in India, he came to Edinburgh in 1915, joined the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society and Charlotte Chapel and graduated as a doctor in 1920. He immediately went back to India for medical missionary work, and worked with the Canadian Presbyterian Mission among the nomadic Bhils people to the north-east of Bombay. The Record therefore gives his date of departure as 1907 (1920), the latter being his first valediction from the Chapel. He is, however, referred to as the longest serving Chapel missionary because of his start date in 1907.

Mr Draper joined Charlotte Chapel in October 1915, from Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, London, having come to prepare for Medical Mission work. Record, 1915, p. 165. ‘Dr. Draper, who came from India five years ago to qualify as a medical missionary, has now graduated and hopes, with his wife and family, to return to India shortly. His studies and work in connection with the Edinburgh Medical Mission did not give him much time for Church work, but he usually managed to be present at some of the services. Our brother has done a bit of stiff work, all honour to him, and we rejoice that he has attained his heart’s desire. We trust he may be long spared and that he may -in many of India’s sons and daughters for Christ.’ Record, 1920, p. 35. 

He returned to India in May 1920, farewell fully reported in Record, 1920, p. 98. B. M. S. wouldn’t have them so they went to Brethren. Record, 1921, p. 23. Their boy aged six died in India on 10th October 1920. Serious breakdown, Record, 1921, p. 18, but cheerful letter dated 20 December 1920 gives no indication of breakdown, Record, 1921, p. 23, 91 (current address).

Record, 1921, p.91 and Yuille list both ‘Mr. & Mrs. Draper’ as Chapel missionaries, as does October 1928 list, but she is not on 1929 or 1930 lists.

Encouraging report in Record 1922, p. 12, from Emery Hospital, Anand, but their baby of eleven months had died in September 1921, the second loss of a child.. Further reports in Record, 1922, pp. 13, 16; 1923, pp. 28, 66–7; 1924, p. 31; 1925, p. 75.

In 1927, seven years after they left Edinburgh, he was in charge of an Irish Presbyterian mission hospital, having previously been a locum there and also having worked for a Canadian Presbyterian Mission. She was elsewhere with the three younger boys, the others (three older girls and a fourth boy) being at Hebron. The fourteen-month old boy was very ill, and they had already lost two with dysentery. Record, 1927, pp. 60, 62.

In 1928, he was a self-supported doctor and the pastor of an Assembly. The Chapel was his only link with a Great Britain church, and that only because of their time in Edinburgh. Mrs. Draper was still elsewhere, with the children at school. Record, 1928, p. 126.

In 1929, he was with a new society, not named, in Central India. He was working with a jungle tribe, its only hospital, cut off for three months in the year. He joined the family for Christmas. Another baby. They now had eight children in India, the eldest being Clara, and his wife and the three youngest were still elsewhere, at school. He hoped to visit Edinburgh in 1931. Record, 1929, pp. 125, 155; 1930, pp. 101, 103.

In 1931 he returned to Edinburgh for post-graduate training, and in 1932 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh.
He, his wife and three children came on furlough in 1931 after eleven years, gave reports, and he alone did deputation in Canada. He already had degrees of Ph. Ch., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., and now added M.R.C.P. (E). He and his wife sailed for India again on 15 April 1932, taking only two youngest children. Record, 1931, pp. 86-7; 1932, pp. 37-8, 60, 77, 110.

Grateful for continuing support, having received two 22 lb. Parcels – Record, 1933, pp. 74-5. He only is on list of Chapel missionaries in Record, 1933, p. 72.

In 1934, he had five boys and was in Edinburgh for a serious operation. He returned to India in December 1934, but the family remained in Edinburgh. The list of ‘Our Own Missionaries’, which still has his starting date as 1907, now mentions him only although his wife was a member, so it looks as if the decision to keep the family here was long-term. In 1936 he left the Canadian Presbyterian Mission, and his wife (but not the children) spent the summer of 1937 with him in India.

He is not on the December 1936 list of missionaries, but this may be an oversight..

Record, 1941, p. 379 – very ill. Came to Edinburgh for an operation. Not on Chapel’s 1944 list of missionaries.

But he is healing medically and preaching in Vellore in 1946. Record, 1946, pp. 105, 153.

He is not on the list of ‘Our Own Missionaries’ in the Record, 1947, p. 168.

Visit to the Chapel in 1949. 

Dr Draper was spotted by one of the elders after the Chapel morning service on Sunday, 8th April 1951, while visiting two of his sons, who lived in Edinburgh. The Chapel had no idea that he and his wife were leaving for India during the next ten days. They had lived in Leicester for some years and he carried on a practice there, but his membership was still with the Chapel. He had tired of the medical profession in this country and was returning, aged seventy, to his old work with the Canadian Presbyterian Mission in Central India. The elders were astounded to hear this and invited him to say a few words during the evening service. Record, 1951, p. 74.

Reports, Record, 1949, p. 140; 1952, pp. 14, 109, 190; 1953, pp. 50, 178; 1954, p. 13; 1955, p. 58.

Both finished in 1955. Appreciation in the Record, 1955, p. 107.

He died in December 1959. Obituary, Record, 1960, p. 7.

�  Record, 1934, pp. 6, 89, 117, 168, 185; 1935, pp. 9, 10, 25; 1936, pp. 30, 35; 1937, p. 158.





